
Autumn Conference on  
European State Aid Law 

Workshop: 29th November 2012  ·  Conference: 30th November 2012

Copenhagen

Centre for European Studies in Economic Law
Faculty of Law  ·  University of Copenhagen

• �E xperiences with the New Rules on SGEI and their Interfaces with the Rules  
on Public Procurement

• � Taxation and the Market Economy Investor

• � The Mystery of the Notion of Infrastructure – What are Public Bodies still Allowed to do?

• � The Most Recent Case Law from Luxembourg 

• � Reforming European State Aid Rules for Rescue and Restructuring

• � State Aid Issues arising from the Sale of “State Aid Infected” Essential Assets

Keynote Speaker:
Gert-Jan Koopman,

Deputy Director General State Aid,  
DG Competition, European Commission



workshop
Thursday, 29th November 2012

Conference
Friday, 30th November 2012

 09:30 – 10:00 Registration & welcome Coffee

 10:00 – 10:15  welcome & introduction into the workshop 

 10:15 – 13:00  session i: reforming european state aid 
rules for rescue & restructuring –  
lessons learnt from the Crisis 

 • Current R&R Guidelines
 •  Reforms in the pipeline: what will, what should 

change with the reform?
 •  Practical implementation during the crisis 
 •  Recent case law (e.g. Electrolux vs. Commission)

 13:00 – 14:00 Lunch & Networking

 14:00 – 17:00  session ii: state aid issues arising from 
the sale of “state aid infected” essential assets 

 •  Sale of assets by beneficiaries of illegal State aid – 
when are the assets “infected” and prone  
to recovery orders from the purchaser? 

 •  Privatization of State-owned assets or infrastructure 
– how can a sale be aid-free? 

 •  Sale of assets of firms in difficulty when 
 restructuring failed

 •  Recovery of illegal State aid from the seller or 
the purchaser of essential assets

 •  Recent landmark case law (Bank Burgenland, 
Olympic Airlines, Alitalia et al.)

 17:00 – 17:30 Final Discussion & Concluding Remarks

exPeRT PANeL

Chair: 
Michael SCHÜTTe, Schuette Law SPRL,  
Brussels & Geneva 

Panelists:

Michael HONORÉ, Bech-Bruun Law Firm, 
Copenhagen  

Joachim LÜCKiNG, Head of Unit 3 ‘State aids: 
industrial restructuring’, DG Competition,  
european Commission 

Martina MAieR, Partner, 
McDermott will & emery Belgium LLP, Brussels  

Pierre SOUCHeT, eU Policies Coordination Unit, 
Ministry of economy and Finances, France  

 08:00 – 09:00 Registration & welcome Coffee

 09:00 – 09:15 Welcome

Sune Troels POULSeN,  
University of Copenhagen 

Andreas BARTOSCH,  
Kemmler Rapp Böhlke & Crosby, Brussels 
european State Aid Law institute (eStALi) 

 09:15 – 10:00 Opening address

introduction: 
Ole SOHN, Danish Minister for Business  
and Growth

Keynote: 
Gert-Jan KOOPMAN, Deputy Director General 
State Aid, DG Competition, european Commission

Chair: 
Andreas BARTOSCH,  
Kemmler Rapp Böhlke & Crosby, Brussels, eStALi

 10:00 – 10:30 Q & A

 10:30 – 11:00 Coffee Break

 11:00 – 11:30  an Overview of the Most recent 
Jurisprudence of the eu Courts

speaker: 
Andreas BARTOSCH,  
Kemmler Rapp Böhlke & Crosby, Brussels, eStALi

Chair: 
Niels FeNGeR, University of Copenhagen 

 11:30 – 13:00  session 1: experiences with the New 
rules on sgei and their interfaces with  
the rules on Public Procurement

  •  How far can Member States go with what is an 
SGei? – the scope of the manifest error scrutiny

  •  Are the rules on public procurement really conclu-
sive or does efficiency still play an extra role?

  •  The concept of the market failure
  •  The practical implications of the BUPA judgment 

– arcane ruling or practical toolkit?

speaker: 
Adinda SiNNAeve, Deputy Head of Unit,  
DG Competition, european Commission 

Chair: 
Ulla NeeRGAARD,  
University of Copenhagen

Comments by:
Preben SANDBeRG PeTTeRSSON, Head of State 
Aid Division, Danish Ministry of Business and Growth

erika SZYSZCZAK, 
University of Leicester 
 

 13:00 – 14:00 Lunch Break

BeNeFiTS OF ATTeNDiNG

  Receive detailed and comprehensive information on currently 
debated State aid issues and recent cases 

  Participate in small group exercises, various case studies and 
discussion rounds

  Discuss your own cases with renowned experts from the 
european Commission, the Member States and leading law 
firms

  Network and exchange with colleagues from all over europe



	 14:00 – 15:30	� Session 2: Taxation and the 
Market Economy Investor –  
the Era Post-EDF

		  • � EDF – a landslide or less?
		  • � Have Member States’ freedoms in taxation really 

increased? 
		  • � How to conduct the “investor test” in fiscal 

matters?

Speaker: 
Raimund LUJA,  
University of Maastricht

Chair: 
Sune Troels POULSEN,  
University of Copenhagen

Comment by:
Phedon NICOLAIDES,  
Professor, College of Europe, Bruges 

	 15:30 - 16:00	 Coffee Break

	 16:00 – 17:45	�S ession 3: The Mystery of the Notion 
of Infrastructure – What are Public Bodies 
still Allowed to do?

		  • � The thin borderline between economic and 
non-economic activities

		  • � The ruling in DHL / Leipzig / Halle – has the 
building of airports now become the benchmark 
for every infrastructure in the EU? 

		  • � The case of a municipality or the plight 
of Europe’s mayors: What does the Commission 
still allow to do without adhering to strict  
market terms?

Speaker:
Christian KOENIG,  
University of Bonn

Chair: 
Andreas BARTOSCH,  
Kemmler Rapp Böhlke & Crosby, Brussels, EStALI

Comment by: 
Davide GRESPAN, Legal Service –  
State Aid Team, European Commission

Interactive Session on Financing Infrastructure 

Speaker: 
Michael Honoré, Bech-Bruun Law Firm, 
Copenhagen 

	 17:45 – 18:00	 Concluding Remarks

 
 

 
Programme may be subject to alterations.

interactive session

Others

Industry Representatives, 
In-house Counsels

Private Practitioners

Academia

Member States’ Authorities

European Institutions

Who should participate?

• � Competition lawyers working at a competition 
authority, in-house, or in private practice

•  Private legal practitioners

•  Public officials from the national, regional or local level

•  Economists

•  Experts from public and private banks

•  Academics

• � Industry representatives with a focus on the law and 
economics of European State aid

„Good exchange of legal issues and experience  
in the field of State Aid“

„… the best workshop since I attended them. Participants… 
were active and the discussions were very interesting.“ 

“Very high level of the speakers and discussions”

Opinions from recent EStALI events 

Continuing Professional Development (CPD)
The workshop carries 6,5 hours SRA CPD credit, the 
conference carries 7 hours SRA CPD credit.

Structure of participants of the Autumn Conference  
on European State Aid Law 2011, Leiden



Structure & Registration

OveRview

This two-days event is indispensable for all State aid practitioners to receive first-hand information and discuss the latest develop-
ments in the field of european State aid law with experts from the european Commission, high-level representatives from eU 
Member States as well as private legal practitioners.

The intensive workshop on day 1 will give participants a profound insight into 
currently debated State aid issues. The focus is set on two specific topics that are explored 
and discussed in a small group, thus allowing for first class interaction between speakers and 
participants, with lively debate and the in-depth discussion of personal questions.

At the conference on day 2, you can update your State aid knowledge thanks to a 
number of highly topical presentations from our renowned experts. various practical case 
studies and Q&A sessions leave time for exchange and discussion with colleagues from 
several eU Member States – use the great networking opportunity!
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Workshop: 29 November 2012

VeNue:  
University of Copenhagen | Noerregade 10 | DK-1017 Copenhagen

Conference: 30 November 2012 

VeNue:  
University of Copenhagen | Bispetorvet 1-3 | DK-1167 Copenhagen

Registration is possible until 15 November 2012. As the number  
of con fe rence and workshop places is limited, please register as soon as 
possible.

Please register by: 
Post: Güntzelstr. 63, 10717 Berlin, Germany 
Phone: +49 (0)30-81 45 06-27 (Juliana veit)
Fax: +49 (0)30-81 45 06-22
e-mail: veit@lexxion.de 
Online: www.lexxion.eu/conferences

CaNCellatiON POliCy
Cancellations should be made in writing per post or fax. Please note that the full fee will 
be charged for cancellations received after 15 November 2012. Nomination of a substitute 
remains possible. A cancellation arising by reason of too small a number of participants is 
effected no later than two weeks prior to the conference by the organisers. in this case 
the participation fee will be refunded. A requirement for reimbursement of travel and 
accommodation expenses as well as loss of working hours is not possible, unless such costs 
result from wantonly negligent or deliberate behaviour on the part of the organisers.

ReGiSTRATiON FORM
Autumn Conference on european State Aid Law 2012

 YeS, i will take part in the Conference on 30 November
 at the regular fee: € 645,–* 
 at the reduced fee for eStAL-subscribers: € 545,–* 
 at the reduced fee for full-time academics: € 395,–*

 YeS, i will take part in the workshop on 29 November
 at the regular fee: € 1.280,–* 
 at the reduced fee for eStAL-subscribers: € 1.180,–* 

 YeS, i will take part in workshop and Conference.        
 at the regular fee: € 1.725,–*
 at the reduced fee for eStAL-subscribers: € 1.585,–*

  Please send me information about european State aid law issues 
for free. i may unsubscribe from this service any time. 

*  The participation fees include the conference and/or workshop material, drinks and snacks during 
the breaks and lunch. vAT will be added if applicable. Special rates for students on request.

Name

institution

Address

Postal Code/Country

Telephone Fax

e-mail

vAT Reg. No. / No.TvA / BTw-Nr.

Date, Signature

Press date: 7. October 2012.  
Subject to alterations. For further information or online registration please visit www.lexxion.eu/conferences.




